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Account: 


e Gy 
One of the moſt curious Pieces of Go- 
Te Architecture in Scotland; built 
in the year 1446, by WILLIAM ST 


CLARE, Prince of Orkney, Baron of 
Koſlin, &c. 


: TO WHICH IS ADDED, 
A particular Deſcription of the Coſtly Houſe-keep- 
5 ing, and Grand Retinue of Servants, kept up by 


the faid Prince, and his Princeſs, Lady ACNE 
- DPoveLas, 
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. for WILLIAn Woo Bookſellers 
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ACCOUNT OF e CHAPEL, 


Th Cnargr or CoLLeGE of Ros LIN, in ſoms old writs 
RosxEgLYN *, in the ſhire of Mid-Lothian, about four miles 
| Fouthward from Edinburgh, is fituated on a riſing ground, 
called the College-Hil!, charmingly beautified with w ood, 
water, and rocks. The Eſk gliding along the weſt. and ſouth f 
foot of the hill, ſome trees below ruſtling their boughs acroſs 
the purling ſtream; others aloft waving their curling tops in 
the clouds, and the flinty rocks jutting out here and there 
between the trees, ſhew their rugged forms and depending 
heads, and ſerve to complete the delightfully variegated land- 
 #kip.—A place formed by Nature for heavenly contemplation. 

The church-yard is ſurrounded with a good wall of ſtone 
and lime; on the north-ſide of which you enter by a door, 
whoſe pilaſters and architrave are adorned with ſculpture of 
flower-work: On the middle of the architrave is placed a 
ſtone cut into an equilateral triangle, on which are carvings 
reſembling net-work; no doubt there have been other orna- 
mental ſtones placed on each fide of this triangle, and per- 
haps on the top of it, which is a little flat, as there are ſome 
ſoch ſtones, reſembling pieces of leſſer pillars or ſpires, lying 
at the foet of this entry into the church-yard. | 
The Chapel, of old called The Chapel amidſt the Woods, is all 
of free-ſtone, and one of the moſt curious pieces of old Go- 
thic workmanſhip in Europe, having on the north fide twelve 
turrets, or ſpires, ſeven lower arifing on the face of the euter- 
wall, and five higher arifing from the top of ſaid wall, and 
placed exactly behind an equal number of the lower: the 
other two of which are placed nigh, and at the eaſt end of 
the wall, making up the north part of the out-ſide of the altar, 
The lower and higher ſpires are united by two ſhort ſegments 
of an arch; a longer ſegment paſſing from each higher ſpire 
to the top of the inner wall: upon each of theſe ſpires, both 
lower and higher, there are ſeveral niches for ſtatues; but 
there are no ſtatues in them new. However the pedeſtals * 
are ſtill extant, curiouily cut out into antique and gro- 

| | A 
A Caclic word, fonif\ine a bill in & glen. 
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teſque figures. in baſſo-retievo; ſuch as an eld man with a 
beard, in a poſture as collecting his ſtrength, with the head 
uppermoſt; another with the feet uppermoſt; a fox carrying 
off a gooſe, and a man pulling hard to take the prey from 
the fox; a monkey or baboon, one or more, and one of them 
| here and there hugging a puppy in its boſom, a cat, &c. 
There are five large arched windows below in the outer- 
wall, with a pillar or column riſing in the middle of each, 
and waving to the top of the arch in various ſhapes, ſome 
circular; others ſemicircular, &. ſo that not one waving on 
the top of a pillar_is like another. All theſe windows are 
prettily carved even on the out-ſide, particularly on. the 
| arches, with foliage, &c. having niches on the jambs, in 
which probably there have been ſtatues of old, the pedeſtals 
of which are till remaining. 

There are five leſſer arched windows above, reaching at- 
moſt to the top of the inner wall, which appear to have had 
no pillar in the middle of each. The roof between the outer 
and inner wall, formerly leaded, now ſlated, with a flop to 
make the rain run the better of, covers the greateſt part of - 
theſe higher windows, and ſpoils the ſymmetry of the fabric. 
| On the eaft end, or altar, there are five lower ſpires, with 
nmiches for ſtatues, al} adequate to thoſe of the ſame model 
on the north fide, with four large windows, a pillar raiſed 
in the middle of each, as in the windows below in the north- 
; nde, but differing from theſe in the various wavings on the 

tops of the arches, as well as from each other. —The pedeſtals 
on which the ſtatues have been piaced, are all curiouſly 
x wrought off in ſculpture of antique and groteſque-figures in 
baſſo-relievo, varying from one another, and from thoſe on 
the north fide. 4 
The ſouth ſide is exactiy the ſame with the north, as ro 
the number and proportion of ſpires and windows; in the 

many ornaments of which fill the ſame wild agreeable, va- 
a is moſt carefully obſerved. 

Tbere are ſpouts at .proper diſtances for letting the rain 
gown from the roofs, cut into various ſhapes, as the body of 
lion, the head of an old man, &c. 


rt 
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on the weſt gable is a very plain ordinary bell-houſe, with 
i: places for two bells, and an iron croſs {till entire at the top 
of it. There have been two other iron creſfes, one on each 
corner of this gable, of which the erect parts are only now 


remaining : the tranſverſe pieces being quite worn away by 
the injuries of the weather. 

Te high roof is arched, and well covered with flag-ſtones. 
— The entry into this grand and ſacred ſtructure is by two 
doors, one on the ſouth, the other on the north ſide; both 
which ſhall be deſcribed in their places: And no perſon can 
enter into it, who has the ſmalleſt degree of folid thinking, 
without being ſtruck with reverential awe at its auguſt ap- 
pearance; ſo much is it a temple of the adorable DErTY, 
and reflects the greateſt honour on the Founder and Endower. 
It is decorated with pillars which delight the eye by a variety 
of aſpects, and which have had their invention from good 
perſpective, Tuſcan, Gothic, __— Tonic, e r e and 
the Compeſite or Italic. 

The height of the Chapel within, brunn the floor to the top 
of the high arched roof, is 40 feet, 9 inches. —Breadtn N 
T inches. — Length 68 feet. 

At the ſouth eaſt corner you go down four ſteps to a gat, 
having on each hand 2 plain ſquare nich in the wall; from 
which flat you defcend twenty ſteps more, into a fubterrane- 
ous chapel, which has-been hkewiſe the ſacriſty and veſtry, 
v hoſe height cannot be ſo exactly aſcertained, as the floor is 
not laid with flag-ſtones, but is very uneven with rubbiſh 
and ſtones: however, with the utmoſt exactneſs that can be 
obſerved, it is in height 15 feet, 2 inches.—Breadth 14 feet. 

—Length 36 feet. 1 

This ſacriſty is only ſabterraneous at the entry, or watt 
end of the eaſt gabſe, being all above-ground occaſioned by 
the ſudden declivity of the rifivg ground. There is only one 
window in it, which is in the eaſt wall, and is arched and 
large, but without any pillar in the middle of it. Here, ne 
doubt, there has been an altar, though there be no veſtige 
of one now:—\When locking towards this window, on your 
right rand, 1. e. on the ſouth ſide of the ne there is an 
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* 
| on couped CarTHvess and "7. 46g the ſecond part 
_ 188 couped of three. In the firſt part three ſtars or mollets: in 
1 the ſecond three flowers-de luce: in the third a heart —In a 


RW __ gireC line with the ſaid eſcutcheon, on the north ſide of the 
window, is a ragged. croſs very diſtinct.— It has had a low 
1 arched Some, now mut up with ſtone and lime, on the ſouth 
wall, by which one could enter into the veſtry, without go- 
ing into the large chapel above ground.—It has two ſquare 
. niches in each fide-wall, wherein, I ſuppoſe, the ſacred veſ- 
ei have been kept; but, particularly, in the north wall 
8 tizbere is a large arched opening, like a preſs, in whieh the 
iron hinges, or hooks of a door, are ſtill to be diſcerned: in 
this I ſuppoſe the clerical veſtments have been laid up. 
There has been another like arched opening in the ſouth wall, 
>. Which is now filled up with ſtone and lime · In the fouth-eaft 
5 corner there is a font, with a little ſquare nich cloſe by the 
eaſt ſide of it -The arched roof of the facriſty i / pretty plain, 
having only ſix ragged lines cut a croſs from ſide to ſide in 
| baſſo-relievo, and one on the top, from end to end, in the. 
lame way, and crofling the former ones at right angles. 
On the top of the entry, which is an arch, down to the ſa- 
criſty, is the high altar, 2 feet 7 inches, by two ſteps up from 
the ſouth end of the large altar, with a beautiful font above 
t in the ſouth wall. Part of the floor of the high altar is 
"Is 5 demoliſhed. On the high altar, upon the eat wall, is built 
5 5 — Fomething like a ſeat, about two feet high, which, POS 
may have been a hath or-ſide zltar table. | 
3 The low or large altar is only one ſtep up, though ee 
more of old, from the floor of the chapel, of 6 inches and 1 
an half. It is in breadth, 11 feet, 3 en aig cn 26 feet, 
40 inches and an half. | 
De roof of the altar, compoſed of four N arches, not 
being ſo high as that of the chapel by one half, the height 
of it, from the floor to the 1 of the double arckes within, 
- 3s fifteen ſeet. 28 8 54 | Ft 
There are ſeven pillars, or 8 on the forth ſide from 
end to end, including the pillar on the weſt wall, Hbich is 
cut in baſſo-relievo; and as many on the ſouth ſde. There 


63:3 
Are likewiſe two pillars exactly in the middle of the e 
proceeding from the ſtep up to the altar weſtward. 

The height of each pillar, including baſe and capita), is 

the exact fourth of the whole height of the Chapel, from 
the floor to the top of the high arched roof. 

Each range of pillars, from the oppoſite wall to the centre 
of the colonade, or range, is diſtant eight feet, two inches; 
from the centre of each of the two pillars in the middle, pro- 
ceeding from the face of the altar weſtward, to the centre 
of the pillars on each hand, north and ſouth, nine feet two 
inches; diameter of the fuſt or ſhaft of each pillar, at the 
middle point between baſe and capital, is two feet four inches; 
therefore the circumference muſt be ſeven feet. 

The three pillars on tlie face of the altar have, oppoſite to 
them on the eaſt wall, or back of the altar, three ſmaller 
pillars cut out in baffe. relievo; and each range of pillars 
from eaſt to weſt has, on the oppoſite wall, an equal number 
of ſmaller pillars, cut out in the ſame r each large pillar 
being united to its ſmaller oppoſite by an architrave; ex- 
cepting the three columns on the fore part of the altar, which 
are united to their ſmaller oppoſites by an arch, as all the 
large ones are from eaſt to weſt, except ſome few which ſhall 
be remarked as we go along.—Every one of the three ſmall- 
er pillars on the back of the altar has a nich on each fide of 
its cupital, in which a ſtatue has been placed. At the back 
of the aFtar, on the eaſt wall, are three riſings like ſeats, 
each of them about two feet high, which perhaps may have 
been ſo many protheas, or ſide- altar tables. And who knows 
tt that the large altar may have been divided into three 
cyual parts, as ſo many different altars; of which more here- 
-\after.—There are threc }iitlo arched niches in the eaſt wall, 
or back of the altar, apparent!y for ſacred vefl*!s to ſtand j ing. 
the bottom of each of them being almoſt in a line with the 
tops of the above riſings, like ſeats. 

all the ornaments are in baſfo-rclievo, or cut out of the 
fo'id ſtone, as not one of the fiaiues in uickes, Either within 
or without, is now to be ſecn. 

„ cut is united to the oppoſite architrave by a 
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broad .archs erery one of which TS is carved in like man- 
ner as the roof of the ſacriſty. And theſe arches, from archi- 
trave to architrave, form the roof between the outer and 


F the i inner wall, both on the north and ſouth ſides. | 


All the capitals of the pillars are prettily cut out iato 


| Bower-work, foliage, or chaplets. "* 
To begin then with a particular deſcription of the Hom 


f pieces of decoration. The key · ſtone of the double arch im- 


mediately above the high altar, or the entry down to the ſa- 
eriſty, i is pendant about two feet, two inches, in a fine piece 
of foliage. | 

In the window at the back of the bigh altar, directly op- 
poſite to the ſaid key.ſtone, in the ſouth-eaſt corner of the 
chapel, on each pilaſter or jamb, are two cherubs, but one 
of them is quite broke off.—In this, and every one of the 
lower windows, there is a piece of caſtle-work, or a re- 
preſentation of a tower, on each jamb; but fome of them 
have been forcibly broke off. As alſo on each pilaſter of the 
lower windows there is a nich for a ſtatue, and the pedeſtal 


Is for the moſt part cut out inte a cherub. 


Mr Hay makes mention of a coat of arms above the high 
altar, but no ſuch thing is now to be ſeen; as ſeveral parts 


of this glorious fabric, particularly the end of an arch at the 


north fide of the above window broken to pieces, were alittle 
+ Gefaced by the mob on December 11. 1688, about ten © *clock 
"St night, after they had pillaged the caſtle of Roſlin This 


mob, as I have it from the beſt eelterliy, convited moſtly of 
N Roſlia's own tenants, 


The firſt and principal pillar of the whole, leapt at the 
adjoining corner of the low and high altar, juft as yeu go 
down to the ſacriſty, on your left hand, is commonly called 
The Apprentice's Pillar, of which hereafter; but by Slezer, 
in his Theatrum Scot ie, fol. p. 63, London 1693, The Prince's 
Pillar, I ſuppoſe from the princely Founder —It has on the 
Þaſe of it ſeveral dragons, in the ſtrongeſt or firſt kind of 


| baſſo-relievo, as one can eaſily thruſt a finger or two be- 
| tween. ſome parts of the dragons and te baſe. The dragons 
are Sand by the heads, and twiſted into one another.,— 


* FRE ix 1 K. 

This beautiful pillar has round it from baſe to capital, way= 
ing in the ſpiral way, four wreathes cf the moſt curious 
' ſculpture of flower-work and foliage, the workmanſhip of 
each being different, and the centre of each wreathe diſtant 
from that of the neighbouring one a foot and a half. 8 
exquiſitely fine, are theſe wreathings, that I can reſemble 
them to nothing elſe but Bruſſels lace. The ornaments upon 
the capital of this pillar J muſt refer to another place, be- 
cauſe they have a connection with other adjgining parts; 
and I chuſe to go on with thoſe of the lower altar from ſouth 
to north. 
Tue key- ſtone of the ſecond double arch above the ſouth 
end of the large altar, depends, as the former one, in a piece 
of ſoliage. The window oppoſite to the ſaid key-ſtone is or- 
namented with cherubs, as the one formerly deſcribed; on- 
Jy in this all the four cherubs are entire. 
The middle pillar on the fore-part of the altar bas its ca- 
pital cht into flowers-de-Juce, in the firſt kind of baſſo-re lie vo, 
fo as ſome parts of the ſculpture are quite free of the pillar, 
and the light p=ſſes through the openings. On this capital 
there are ſeveral cherubs playing on different inftruments of 
muſic, viz pſalters, &c. | 

The architrave joining the ſaid pillar to the ſecond middle 
pillar, down from the altar weſtward, has on both fides only 
foliage. Upon or above the capital of this ſecond pillar, 
| there is a hare eating a cabbage, and an elephant; beſides - 
ſome human figures defaced; and a coat of arms facing weſt- 
ward, the field cf which twe ragged croſſes, and two ſhips, 
without ſupporters. A little above this capital, in a dire& 
line, there is a nich for a ſtatue almoſt as big as the life, 
facing weſtward, $7 | : 

The key-ſtone of the third double arch is pendant, as the 
two former ones, but ends in a repreſentation of the ſtar ia 
the caſt at our SaviouR's birth; on the ſouth point of which 
ſtands the Virgin Mother, with the BASE in her arms. On 
her right hand, being the next point of the ſtar, 1s the man- 
ger; aud round from that, on the other points, are the wife 
men ſrem the Eaft, each of them having a long red or ſtaff 


{ to 1 


im bis hand. All theſe figures are extremely diſtinct Fact 
corner of the window oppoſite to the ſtar has three cherubs, 


(beſides thoſe which have been pedeſtals of ſtatues on the 


back of the altar, four of which are in ſight of the ſtar,) with 


a ſcroll waving up and down from hand to hand, repreſent. 


ing, perhaps, the angelic declaration of the birth of the 


MssTA R to the ſhepherds, and the heavenly choir, “ praiſing 
 Gop, aud ſaying, Glory to wks in the higheſt, an on an 


peace, good-will towards men.“ 
The key-ſtone of the fourtk and laſt double arch, abeve 


the large altar, depends in length as the former ones, and is 


a piece of foliage. Two ſides of this double arch, with your 
face towards the north weſt, repreſents the reſurrection, by 
people riſing out of their graves like ſkeletons, and 1 improv- | 
ing into proper forms placed cloſe to the ſkeletons. 

In the oppoſite window, being the fourth in the altar, north 
eaſt corner of the chapel, there are two cherubs with ſcrolls 


_ ns above, and four without ſcrolls. 
Let us now go down from eaſt to weft betwixe 1 the north 


wall and the nortb colonade : 
In the firft window in the north walls being above the 
north end of the altar, there are two cherubs, each at the 


ee on of the arch of the window. | 
Upon the capital of the firſt pillar there are mad play- 


ing on muſical inſtruments, one pat ticularly on the bagpipe 


in the Highland way, by blowing with the mouth, and a che- 


rub with a book ſpread open before him. 
On the architrave joining the firft pillar to the ſecond; 
with your face to the ſouth, you fee Sampfon taking hold of 


the two pillars, and pulling down the houſe upon the Phi- 


liftines ; and on the architrave joining the ſecond pillar to 
its, ſmaller oppoſite one on the north walls, with your face to 
the weſt, you ſee the Philiſtines lying dead; fo that theſe 
two architraves are rectangular to one another, and thereby 


| mighty expreſſive of their de ſign. 


Upon the capital of the ſecond pillar, there are baſkets 
ſomewhat like crowns, in foliage, and on the outſide of one 
of them ors 1 is a human ere along at full "Age this 


F * 
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| 15 the W id are four cherubs and foliage. Up- 
on the capital of the ſmaller, pillar on the north wall, oppo- 
ſite to the ſecond large pillar, there is a coat of arms, ſup- 
ported, or rather as it were held out, by two men lying a- 
lone, and almoſt kneeling, one of them being well nigh de- 
frozed:—In the third window there are two cherubs and 
foliage, two other cherubs being broke off, 

Upon the flor, preciſely between the ſecond. hs hin | 
pillars, there is a very rough draught of a man in armour, 
on a coarſe flat one, with his hands lifted up and joined to- 
gether, as in prayer, with a grey-hound at his feet, and a 
lion rampart at each ear. This, perhaps, is the grave-ſtone” 
of Alexander Earl of Sutherland, who was buried in this 
chape), and was grandſon to king Robert Bruce. On the 
right hand of the ſaid rough draught, on a leſſer coarſe ſtone, 
there is an enſign armorial, pretty much wore out; inſo- 
much that it is with difficulty you can ſee behind a broad- 
ſwerd in pale: And, on the left hand, there is juſt ſuch ano- 
ther leſſer coarſe ſtone, on which appears to have been ana» 
ther coat of arms; but there is nething to be ſeen diſtinctſy. 

Upon the capital of the third pillar there is an elephant, 
a head of a ſerpent, &c. On the weſt ſide of this third pillar 
was erected the tomb of George Earl of Caithneſs, but it was 
lately removed by General St Clair to where it now is, be- 
cauſe, in its former ſituation, it ſpoiled the appearance of 
the Chapel; ſo that it would appear he has been buried in 
the ſame vault with the Barons of Rollins. as his ith is ſaid 
to lye before the tomb. 

On the architrave, from the third villar to its oppotte 
ſmall one on the wall, there is only foliage. 

Upon the capital of ſaid ſmall pillar there is an enſign ar- 
morial ſupported, or, rather, as it were, held out to view, 
by two men lying along, and almoſt kneeling. This, and 
the former ſimilar coat of arms, upon the capital of the ſe- 
cond ſmall pillar, are ſo much defaced that one knows not 
well what to make of them, only on one of them a ragged 
croſs is to be ſeen, though indiſtinctly, arifing from the back 

of a beaſt like a dog, and ſomething like a flag waving from 


1 
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the top of the croſs. This laſt enſign armorial, viz. upon the 
capital of the third ſmall pillar, is not taken notice of by 
Mr Hay Perhaps theſe, ſo held out or ſupported by two 
men, have been the coats armorial of William Prince of 


Orkney, &c. the Founder of the Chapel, the one after his 
Frſt, and the other after his ſecond marriage. 


In the fourth window are two cherubs, one of them broke 


off, two antique heads and foliage. 


At the foot of the third and fourth pillars, derten them 


and the north wall, there is a large flag ſtone that covers the 


opening of the ale which is the burial place of the family 
of Roſlin, where ten barons of Roſlin are now buried. This 
vault is ſo dry, that their bodies have been found entire after 
eighty years, and as freſh as when firſt buried. Theſe Barons 


were buried of old in their armour, without any coffin ; and 


were ſucceſſively, by charter, the patrons and protetftors of 


Maſonry in Scotland. And, ſays Mr Hay, The late Roſlin 
my goodfather, grandfather to the preſent Roſlin, was the 
Arft that was buried in a coffin, againſt the ſentiments of K. 


- 


James VII. who was then in Scotland, and ſeveral other 


perſons well verſed in antiquity, to whom my mother (Jean F 
Spottiſwood, grand-niece of Archbiſhop Spettiſweod) would 


not hearken, thinking it beggarly to be buried after that 


manner. The great expence the was at in burying her huſ- 
band, eccaftoned the ſumptuary acts which were made in the 
Following parliaments.” 

Upon the capital of the fourth _ are two angels re- 
moving the ftone from the door of the ſepulchre, wherein 
our SaviouR's body was laid, and two monſtrous _— re- 
preſenting perhaps Death and Hell. 5 

On the architrave, betwixt the ſaid pillar and its ſmaller 
one on the wall, there is only foliage. 

Next to this ſmaller pillar, i. e. oppeſite to the opening 
between the fourth and fifth pillars, is the north door of 
the Chapel, which has an arched porch without, before you 
come to the door; then the top of the door on the outſide is 


an hyperthyron or architrave, but on the inſide it is arched, 


and in entering you go one ſtep down to the floor of the 
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Chapel. Ao this door there is a little window, whoſe 
form is an equilateral ſpherica] triangle, waved into differ- 
ent ſhapes within the triangle, and adorned on the in-fi de 
and out-ſide of its perimeter with foliage, &c. Upon the 
capital of the fifth pillar is the Mater Doloraſa, with the be- 
loved Diſciple looking at our Saviour on the Croſs, upon 
the capital of the oppoſite ſmaller pillar, with the multitude 
around him, and the ladder up to the Croſs on our SAVIOUR'S 
left hand. All theſe figures are very legible and diſtinct. 
The crucified thieves are not introduced here. 

Upon the capital of the ſaid fifth pillar there are likewiſe 


, two monſtrous beaſts. 


The fifth and laſt window in the north wall has only fe- 
Lage, and on one of the lower corners three human figures 
in a group. Upon the capital of the ſixth pillar there are 
two birds, one of them feeding the other, and a man grap- 
pling with a boar. | 


The ſeventh pillar, in the weſt wall, has in its capital a 


cherub, with a ſcroll waved up and A from hand to hand, 
and upon the capital two dragons entwiſted. | 

At the north weſt corner, betwixt the ſaid ſeventh pillar 
and the north wall, is the tomb'of George Earl of Caithneſs, 


Which (though ſomewhat defaced by the mob in 1688) hath 


this inſcription, in capitals, ſtil! very legible: HIC JACET- 
NOBILIS* AC* POTENS DOMENVS: GEORGIVS* Q&ON-. 
DAM COMES- CATHANENSIS- DOMINVS: SINCLAR JVs- 
TICIARIVS: HEREDITARIVS: DIOCESIS* CATHANENSIS 
 Qv1 OBIIT EDINBURGH: 9: DIE A SEPTEMBR1S* 


ANN: DONMINI 158z: * 
1 


Ab ve this inſcription is his coat of arme, ſurmounted 
with an EarPs coronet, with a ſpread eagle on the top of the 
coronet; field, two lions rampant, and two ſhips; ſupporters, | 
two griffins; motto, in capitals, COMMIT* THY VEKK TO 
60D On the top of the tomb there is a pine-apple. 

Let us now return to the Prince's or Apprentice's Pillar, 
and go down from eaſt to weſt, between the ſouth Nel and 
ſouth range of pillars. 5 


197 Hllabication and poirting the ſame as in the monument, 
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"The firſt window in the ſouth wall, immediately above the 
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high altar and the entry down to the ſacriſty, has two che- 


| rubs and foliage, 


Upon the capital of the Prince's Pillar, the ſide oppoſite 
to the ſouth wall, are Iſaac upon the altar, and the ram be- 
low it caught in the thicket by the horns; and on the eaft 


end of the architrave (that joins the ſaid pillar to the ſecond) 
next to the Prince's Pillar, is Abraham ſtanding in view of 
the altar, with his hands lifted up in prayer; on the other, 


-or weſt end of the ſame architrave, next to the ſecond pil- 
lar, is a man playing on the bag-pipe in the Highland man- 
ner, by blowing with the mouth, and another human figure 
af his right foot, lying along ind ſleeping. 

On the architrave joining the Prince's Pillar to its ſmaller 
oppoſite one in the ſouth wall, with your face to the eaſt, 
and to the entry of the acrifty, you read the following in- 


ſeription, in old Gothic characters, thus: Forte eſt vi num, 


fortior eft rex, fortiores ſunt mullieres ; F, 1 855 omnia vincit ve- 
ritas. Eſd. ch. ili. ver. 4. 

Te ſecond window has four cherubs, one of them broke 
of, and foliage. Upon the capital of the ſecond pillar there 


is an antique head, and a monſtrous beaſt like an elephant. 


On the eaſt fide of the architrave, which joins the ſecond 
large pillar to its ſmaller oppoſite one on the ſouth wall, 
with your back to the ſacriſty, you view the following fine 
figures from ſouth to north, or, from the left to right hand: 
I. A biſhop-cardinal, as he * on his head a cape, and not a 


| - mitre, with his epiſcopal ſtaff, or croſi ier, in the left hand, 


and a Bible with two claſps in the right. 2. A cripple, M4 : 


nis ſtilts under his arms, leading a blind man. 3. One cloth- 
ing the naked, by throwing a garment over the head of a fi- 


gure, whoſe naked ſhoulders and back are very expreſſive. 
4. Viſiting the ſick in bed. 5. Viſiting in priſon. 6, A wo- 
man taking care of babes, meaning, no doubt, fatherleſs or 


| orphans. 7. Feeding the hungry. 8, whey trix the dead. 
9. Another cardinal-biſhop, as he has a cape, and not a mitre, 


on his head, with a key, the emblem of diſcipline, in the 
left hand, . lyiog up and down his breaſt in a perpendic u- 
lar line; the right hand is not introduced. 


En 
On the oppoſite or weſt ſide of the ſame architrave, with your 


face to the ſacriſty, you view the like number of figures from nortna 
to ſouth, or from left to right. 1. A biſhop, with a mitre an his 


head, and dreſſed in other pontifical ornaments, holding the paſto- 


ral ſtaff, or croſier, in the left hand, and giving the bleſſing with _ 
the right hand lifted up, and the two fore fingers particularly 
pointing out. (This is the effigies of Thomas Spence, Biſhop of 


Aberdeen, to which ſee he was removed from Galloway in 1459. 


So that here are thirteen years at leaſt, and perhaps many more, 
before the building was brought this length; for Thomas died 
Biſhop of Aberdeen 1480.) 2. A man with a cloak about him, 

and his hands in his ſides, which I take to be a repteſentation of 


ihe proud Phariſee; and my reaſons for ſo ſaying will appear 


from the ſixth figure. 3. A drunkard or wine-bibber, puzzling 
down the liquor out of a large tankard or jng 4. Two gluttons 


devouring a whole loaf. | 5 A traveller, with his ſtaff and ſcrip. 


6. The humble Publican, looking down and ſmitting upon his 
breaſt. 7. Bacchus, with cluſters of grapes around him. 8. A 


man and a woman embracing and kiſſing ene another. g. Be- 


hind the woman, a devil iſſuing out of a monſtrous mouth, repre- 
ſeating the jaws of hell, and ſtretching out a paw to catch hold of 
them and drag them along with him to that place of torment.— 
All theſe figures, on both ſides of this ſame architrave, are entire, 

and extremely diſtinct. | $ 


From this particular deſcription of both'ſides of this architrave, 
J muſt obſerve, once for all, that wherever an arch, or any ſide of 
one, an architrave. or any fide of one, a capital of a pillar, &c. is 
not particularly deſcribed there muſt be nothing in or upon any of 
theſe but flower-work, foliage, or chaplets, and no live figure at all 


Nor inſcription. 


in the lower ſouth weft corner of the third windo w. is the devil 
ſitting as a pedeſtal of a ſtatute, and looking up to the ſaid wines 
bibber, gluttons, &c. laughing at them, and having in his left hand 
a mace or large club. The arch of the window. is ornamented 
with cherub above cherub, at-fall length, nine in all, with their 
wings expanded, crowns upon their heads, and ea ch having a ſeroll 


1 negligently waved from hand to hand, and beyond: The upper- 
moſt cherub on rhe key- ſtone is cut in different attitude from the 
reſt, having four to his right, and as many to his left hand, as if 
they were mounting upon each ſide of him art 


B 
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- Upon the capital of the third pillar are an antique head and twe 
 birds.—In the fourth window two cherubs, with ſcrolls waving 


* 


from band to hand, &e. . | (ELSE | 
1 Upon che capital of the fourth pillar antique heads and a wild 
beaſt . Upon the capital of the oppoſite ſmaller pillar ſome human 


* 


Nigh to this ſmall pillar is the ſouth door, dire chy oppoſite to 
the north door. On the caſt ſide of which ſouth door, Ci. e) be- 
tuen it and ſaid ſmall pillar, is a fount for holy vater — Chis 
Louth door appears to have been the principal entry, as it is more 
decorated than the north door. There is an arched porch wuh- 
out, before yon come to the door, and at each ſetting on of the 
arch, there is a cherub with. a ſcroll waved from hand to hand; 
and at the top of each pilaſter without, a little aſide from it there 
is u pretty ſmall pillar in bafſo relievo. The doors arched both 
without and within, and in entering you go down two ſteps to the 
Noor of the Chapel. Above the door there is a little window, 
whoſe form is an equilateral ſpherical triangle, waved into diffe- 
rent ſhapes within the perimiter, in Shich it varies from the like 
window above the north door, and is adorned on the out-fide and 
in-fide of irs perimiter; with a different foliage from that of the 
In the fifth and laſt window in the ſouth wall, there is, in the 
ſouth-eaſt corner of it, a man in armour on horſeback, with a ſpear 
-or lance in his hand, repreſenting, I ſuppoſe, St George killing the 
dragon; and in the fouth-welt corner of it a cherub, with a ſcroll 
waved from hand to hand, and a human figure beſide him. 
On the north ſide of the arch, which joins the fifth and fixth 
pillar, ſtanding in the middle area, with your back to the north 
Hoor, yow-ſee-yery diſtinctiy the twelve Apoſtles, with the enſigns 
of the ſeveral kinds of death they ſuffered, and four other human 
figures with like emblems, repreſenting, Bo doubt, ſome of the pri- 
mitive martyrs for Chriſtain faith.-—U pon the capital of the ſixth 
pillar are fowe human figures defaced. | _= 
The capital of the ſeventh pillar, in the weſt wall, is cut out in- 
to foliage extremely fine, and upon it there is a man ſitting with a 
Hrawn bread-ſword in his right hand. 353 
Here is the proper place to give the reaſons why the Prince's 
Pillar, juſt as you go down to the ſacriſty, is called the A pprer- 
gice's Pillar; for on the ſaid 7th pillar, in the fouth-welt corner, 
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above half-way up to the top of the inner wall, there is exhibited +, 
a man's head, called the Apprentice's head, with a ſcar above the 
right brow, repreſenting a wound by a ſtroke; directly oppoſite to 
which, along the weſt wall, in the north-weſt corner, is the head 
of an old man, with a. moſt ſurly frowning countenance, and a. 
long beard, ſaid to be the repreſentation of the. Maſter Maſon's: 
head, who killed the Apprentice out of envy, by a blow on the 
head. In a line with the Apprentice's head eaſtward, directly aboye 
the ſixth large-ſouth pillar, is the head of a woman weeping, faid to- 
be the Mother of the Apprentice mourning for the fate of her ſons. 
Oppoſite to the weeping head, directiy above the ſiath large north 
pillar, is a cherub, with a ſcroll waved from hand to hand. Theſe 
fieurzs are extremeiy ſtrong and expreſſive; aud what illuſtrates 
the narrative, is a tradition that has prevailed in the family of Ro- 
flin, from father to ſon, which is, — That a model of this beauti- 
ful pillar having been ſent from Rome, or ſome foreign part; the 
Maſter Maſon, upon viewing it, would by no means conſent to 
work off ſach a pillar, till he ſhould go to Rome, or ſome foreign 
part to take exact inſpection of the pillar from which the model had: 
been taken; —that, in his abſence, whatever might be the occaſion 
of it, an apprentice finiſhed the pillar as it now ſtands — aud that 
the Maſter, upon his return, ſteing the pillar ſo exquiſitely well. 
finiſhed, made enquiry who had done it; and being ſtuug with en- 
vy, flew the Apprentice. © „ 

In the weſt gable there has been a very large arched window 
now entirely filled up with ſtone and lime. — Oppoſite to this win- 
dow, ſtreight up from the ſecond pillar down from the face of the 
altar, is another large arched window, out of which one could look 
over the roof of the altar. This window is likewiſe filled up with. 
ſtone and lime, except a ſmall part at top. On each pilaſter of 
this laſt window there are two niches for ſtatues, almoſt a big as. 
the life, | P | 1 . * - 0 | : f 

Streight up from the capital of each large pillar, in the middle 
area of the chapel, half way up to the top of the high roof, is a 
niche for a ſtatue. FEES: {| 3 | 1 
Round the whole chapel within, is a belt or line of a vaſt va- 
* riety of wreathing-work in baſſo- relievo, proceeding in an horizon-- 
tal and perpendicular way, the better to humour the ſoles of the 
windows ; but it is arched over the tops of two doors. 


| L 20 
Is The inſide of the high * roof is all cut out into 3 of 


* various figures in flower- work, particularly roſes, foliage, Kc. 


The weſt gable is extended farther than the fide walls of the 
as abel 26 feet ſouth, and as many north; and on the eaſt fide of 
each extenſion there are two pillars equi-diſtant from one another, 
and from each corner, which have been intended to run up into 
turrets or ſpires; from all which, it plainly appears, that a much 
larger building has been deſigned to the weſt, of which the preſent 
chapel would have only been the choir. And indeed the marks of 
the weſt gable are very plain, from whence the ſice walls were to 
have been advanced, wh: fe foundations have been GCiſcorered in 
plowing up the ground, a good way weſtu ard. Theſe marks are 
about gt feet diltant, from each other, and a ſmall par. of the north 
wall, about 3 feet from the welt gable, is actually built. | 


On the outſide of this gable you fee three large "RO all filled 
vp with ſtone and lime, whoſe lintles and ſome of the j jams are cut 
out into foliage and flouet-work, and others of the jams are ñigmed 
into pillars, with flowered capitals; the ſouth f ilaller of the ſouth 
door, and the north pilaſtzr of the gorth door, ranniug up, each 
from its flowered . into ſmall ge teel piliars, equally high in 
2 their. capitals with-the tops of the inner- fide wall of the chaps}. | 


There are - ſeyers] ſorts eu louſly ornamented, on the out. 
F de of the weſt wall; pariicularly two, one on the north, the 
other on the ſouth of the three doors, each of which is incloſed 
within tuo very pretty little flowered pillars or ſpires ending in 
top with. pieces of ſculpture 1eſcmbling ſmall flowered vaſcs, 


Between the ſaid necxth and middle door, as high as their 
hyperthyrons, their is he figure of a man ſtanding, and ticd to 
a rock by his middle and anchks, with his hands tied behind his 
back; a hu an figure fitting at each foot, and holding the rope 
be is tied with. Of this figure I can conjeQure no other meaning, 
than that of St Michael upon a rock which receives ſtrength 
from the conſideration that the Princely Founder of this chapel 
was bonoured with being one of the Knights of the Ceckle, after 
the order of France; which among other emblems, has a medal 
nung upon the breaſt, repreſenting St Michael Fo 2 _ 
whence they are called Knights of St Michael. | 


There are alſo ſome. cherubs on the outſide of the weſt abls | 
with ſcrolls ** from hand to hand. 
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WILLI AM ST CLARE, Prince of Orkney, Duke of Holden- 
bourg, Earl of Caithneſs, &c. Baron of Rollin, &c. The fevnerh 
of the name from the days of Malcolm Kenmore; and deſccuded 
of noble parents in France, founded this curious Chapel or Cot- 
lege, for a provoſt, ſix prebendaries, and two ſinging boys, in 
1446, and dedicated it to St Matthew the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt. 
The ſacriſty, or veſtry, was founded by his firſt Lady, Dame 

Elizabeth Douglaſs, formerly Counteſs of Buchan, and daughter 
of Archibald, the ſecond of that name. | 

Prince William endowed the C: 1apel with the church lands of 
Pentland, four acies of m:adow near that town, with the kips, 
and echt Doms grafs in the town of Pentland. A ſucceſfor of 
bis, alſo William of Rofln endowed it, by his charter of Febru- 
ary 5th 1523, with ſome por tions of land near the Chapel, for 
dwelling-houſes, gardens, &c. to the provoſt and prebendaries. 
And yet, ſuch is the ſtability of human alit.its, juſt forty-cight 
years after this laſt endowment, 1571, February 26th, we find 
the provoſt and prebendaries reigning, as by force and violenen, 
all, and every one of the ſeveral donations, into ſecular hands 
unalicnably: And withal. complaining, that for many years bee 
fore, their revenues had been yiolently detained from them; in- 
ſomuch that they had received little or no benefit from them. 
To this deed of rcfignation, or charter, as it is actually called, 
the ſeal of the chapter of this collegiate church was appended, 

being St Matthew in a kirk, red upon white wax; as alſo the 

. feal of the then Sir William Sinclair of Roflin, being a ragged 
croſs, red upon white wax. Hoy's MS. Memvirs. vol. II. p. 

350. 
In the charter of Februaty Sth T523, four altars are particularly 
named; firſt, That of St Matthew; ſecond, That uf the Virgin- 
Mother; third, That of St Kindred: and forth, That of- St 
Peter: Which tuo laſt, perhaps, have been leſſer altars placed at 
two of the pillars; or, rather, I am inclined to think, as former- 
ly hinted, that the large altar has been divide into two.or three 

which, with the high altar, and that of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
which has been, I ſuppoſe, in the facriſty, though there be no 
| veſtige of it now, made four or five | in all, 
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That this noble deſign might be executed according to taſte, 
and with the greater ſplendor, the Prince invited the moſt! accom- 
pliſhed artificers, maſons,” ecarpenters, ſinitfis, &c. from foreign 
Parts; And that they might be the more conve id tly lodged, 
for carrying on the work with the greater eaſ: and diſpatch, he 
ordered them to build the village or town of Roſlin, where it 
now is, nigh to the chapel, have been formerly half a mile diſ- 

tant from its preſent ſituation, and he gave each of them a houſe 
.and lands, in proportion to character. Beſides, he gave to the 
maſter · maſon forty pounds, and to every other maſon ten pounds 
early ; and rewarded the other workmen with ſuch wages as 


their labours entitled them to. 


About that time the town of Roſlin, being next to Edinburgh 
and Haddington in all Lothian, became very populous, by the 
great concourſe of all ranks ard degrees of viſitors, that reſorted: 
to this Prince, at his palace, or caltle of Roſlin, for he kept a 
Sreat court, and was ropally ſerved at his own table, in veſſels of 
gold and filver; Lord Dirleton beiag his maſter-houſhold, Lord 
| Borthwick his cup-bearer, and Lord Fleming his carver ; in ab- 
ſence they had deputies to attend, viz. Stewart, Laird of Dram- 
lanrig, Twedie, Laird of Drumerlane, and Sandilands, Laird of: 


Calder. He had his halls, and other apartments, richly adorned 


with embroidered hangings. He Hoauriſhed in the reigns of James. 

His Princeſs, Elizabeth Douglaſs, already mentioned, was ſer- 

ved by ſeventy-five gentle women. whereof fifty-three were daugh- 
ters of noblemen, all cloathed in velvet and ſilks, with their chains 

of gold, and other ornaments; and was attended by two-hundred 


. 


. . riding* gentlemen is all her Jom neys: And if it happend to be 


dark when ſhe went to Edinburgh, where her lodgings were, at 
the foot of Black · friar's- wynd, eighty lighted torches were carried 


before her. In dignity the was next to the Queen. 


The village of Roſlin was erected into a burgh of barony by 
King James II. at Stirling, June 18th 1456, with a weckly 
market on Saturday, a yearly fair on the feaſt of St Simon and 
Jude, a market croſs &c. The fame is confirmed by King 


James VI, January 6th 1622, and by King Charles I. May 6th 


* 


| | The Princely Founder and Endower of this Chapel died about 


* 


1484, before the Chapel was finiſhed; which was done by his 

eldeſt ſon of the ſecond marriage, Sir Oliver St Clare of Roſlin, 

whoſe mother was Lady, Marjory Sutherland, deſcended of the 
„5 60 | 8 
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blood-royal, her great grand mother Jean Bruce being younger 
pans 20 of King Raser Bruee. So that the bullding of this 
glorious edifice, worthy of a crowned bead, though the work of 
a ſubjet, has employed at leaſt forty years; and it is a pity we 
cannot now come to the knowledge of the total expence, which 
muſt have been a very great ſum in thoſe days. The father was 


alive for certain in 1476. as we find him granting charters on 


September ↄth of that year, to his ſon the foreſaid Sir Oliver. 


Of late years this Chapel was in great danger of becoming 
quite ruinous through the injaries ef weather; but to the great 


- honour of the late General St Clare, then proprietor, be it remar- 


ked, that he hapily prevented that, by putting new flag ſtones on 
the roof, and new wooden caſements, with glaſs, into all the win« 
dows, He likewiſe laid the flower of the Chapel with new flag 
ſtones, and rebuilt the high wall round the the cæmetrie; fo 
that one may venture to ſay, theſe repairs have coſt a very conſi- 


—— — 
P. S. It was thought improper to iuſert the many titles of the 


worthy and pious Fonnder in the body of the work; and there- 
fore they are here ſubjoined. 


W1LL1Am ST. CLAx x, Prince of Orkney, Duke of 
Holdenbourg, Earl of Caithneſs and Strathern, Lord 
St Clare, Lord Nithſdale, Lord Admiral of the 
Scots ſeas, Lord Chief Juſtice of Scotland, Lord 
Warden of the three marches betwixt Berwick and 
Whithorn, Baron of Roſlin, Baron of Pentland, and 
Pentland-moor in free forreſtrie, Baron of Conſland; 
Baron of Cardin-St-Clare, Baron of Herbertſhire, 
Baron of Hectford, Baron of Graham Shaws, Bron 
of Kirktone, Baron of Cavers, Baron of Newborough, 
Baron of Roxburgh, &c. Knight of the Cockle 


after the order of France, and Knight of the Garter 
after the order of England; Great Chancellor, 


Chamberlain, and Lieutenant of Scotland. Titles 
to weary a Spaniard,” ſays Mr Richard Auguſtine 
Hay, MS. Memoirs, vol. II. P · 242. : 


F j N 1 8. 


